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Special Accounts Senior Management Committee Meeting 
Meeting Notes and Action Items 
January 12, 2012 10am – 12pm 
Ariel Rios North, Room 5530 

 
Attendees in Person: 
Jim Woolford, OSWER/OSRTI/IO 
Tracey Stewart, OSWER/OSRTI/IO 
Elliott Gilberg, OECA/OSRE 
Patricia Mott, OECA/OSRE/RSD 
Manuel Ronquillo, OECA/OSRE/RSD 
Hollis Luzecky, OECA/OSRE/RSD 
David Bloom, OCFO/OB 
Laura Ripley, OCFO/OB 
Steve Silzer, OCFO/OFM 
Jeanne Conklin, OCFO/OFM 
Nikki Robinson, OCFO/OFM 
Rishi Das, Booz Allen Hamilton (contractor support) 
 
Attendees via phone: 
Patty Bettencourt, Region 4 
Paula Painter, Region 4 
Anita Davis, Region 4 
Mel Visnick, OCFO/OFS 
Walter Mugdan, Region 2 
Greg Luebbering, OCFO/OFS/CFC 
Anthony Smaldon, Booz Allen Hamilton (contractor support) 
 
Introduction 
Jim Woolford opened the meeting and mentioned that the agenda would be reorganized because Elliott 
Gilberg had to depart from the meeting early.  Jim then asked the attendees in the room and on the 
phone to introduce themselves.   
 
Using Special Accounts for RCRA Corrective Action  
The first topic discussed was using special accounts for Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) corrective actions.  Elliott Gilberg began by thanking the committee for their flexibility in 
rearranging the agenda and continuing discussions for this particular topic.  Elliott provided a brief 
history of the issue, and then mentioned support from multiple regional RCRA Division Directors (DDs) 
for using special accounts to fund oversight at RCRA corrective action sites.  The DDs’ support is based 
on a goal established by the agency to have remedies selected at 95% of approximately 3,700 RCRA 
facilities by 2020.  Elliott mentioned this being a challenging goal due to limited resources within the 
RCRA program. 
 
Manuel Ronquillo continued the discussion by explaining a draft memorandum from the Office of 
General Counsel (OGC) that provides their opinion on the legalities surrounding the use of special 
accounts for RCRA corrective actions.  Manuel briefly outlined the four scenarios OGC analyzed for the 
use of special account funds to further RCRA corrective actions.  The four scenarios are: 











  6 
CONFIDENTIAL – DELIBERATIVE 
 

Jim described the next proposal, which focuses on closing accounts with available balances less than 
$25,000.  He noted that there is currently a similar focus on accounts with an available balance less than 
$10,000, and that OSRTI recommends expanding that pool of accounts to include those with available 
balances less than $25,000.  He suggested integrating this effort into the mid-year and end of year 
review cycles.  Steve suggested looking at unliquidated obligations associated with those accounts in 
conjunction with evaluating the accounts for closure.   
 
Jim described a fourth proposal, which focuses on the use of special account resources before 
appropriated resources.  David suggested requiring a conversation with the regions when regions request 
appropriated funds for remedial action at sites with special accounts.  Jim responded that such a process 
already occurs, the process just needs to be codified.  There were no objections to moving forward with 
this proposal.  
 
Jim then discussed a final proposal, which focuses on the workload associated with special accounts 
review cycles. He noted that there are currently three review cycles that occur each year.  The proposal 
would eliminate the planning update that occurs around July/August each year.  In addition, the proposal 
would provide regions the opportunity to provide a written response to account-specific questions in lieu 
of conference calls with OSRTI and OSRE.  OSRTI is already moving forward with implementation of 
this proposal. 
 
Following discussion of the proposals, David asked if additional staff members can be assigned to sites 
with special accounts that have large balances in order to accelerate work at the site as well as obligation 
of the special account funds.  Walter responded that there are technical limitations to speeding up 
cleanup and regular reimbursement of costs incurred by EPA that are deposited in the special account 
may prevent a reduction of the special account balance.  Jim cited two sites where such is the case and 
added that there are certain capacity issues that serve as limitations as well.    
 
Jim went on to describe the next steps: memorialize the agreed upon recommendations in a 
memorandum (signed by OSRTI and OSRE) to regional SF DDs and developing supporting reports. 
Tracey raised a concern regarding the development of new reports given the transition to Compass.  
Steve acknowledged Tracey’s concern and noted that there is currently a workgroup focused on 
addressing Compass reporting issues.  
 
Research & Next Steps on Establishment of Special Accounts and Deposits 
(OSRTI) 
Tracey Stewart began by noting previous discussions on researching the establishment of and deposits 
into special accounts to identify any issues in this area of special account management.  She noted that 
special accounts data from October 2011 were analyzed and current applicable guidance documents 
were also reviewed.  Staff did not identify any glaring issues during the analysis.  The analysis found 
that the majority of accounts and funds are associated with National Priorities List (NPL) sites, as 
expected.  Tracey also noted that, based on stage of site cleanup, most accounts are at CC sites, but most 
of the funds are at sites where there is at least a study underway.  She also noted, in regards to the stage 
of site cleanup at account inception, a majority of accounts were opened when there was a study 
underway, or a Remedial assessment had not yet begun.  Additionally, she noted that 15 accounts were 
opened at sites after those sites had been deleted from the NPL and 214 accounts were opened at sites 
after those sites achieved CC status.   
 








